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This listing Of Claims wiU replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
appUcation. An identifier indicating the status of each claim is provided. 

T iefinp ; of Claims: 

,. (Currently Amended) a date storage system having a plurality of terminal 

apparatuses of users comiected with a data storage unit of a service provider via a computer 
network, said data storage unit storing data from inside said terminal apparatuses so that the 
stored data are subsequentiy used by said users, said data storage unit comprising: 

comiecting means for comiecting said data storage miit of said service provider with «id 
nne or more terminal apparatuses »^oci.t.a ^ith ^..h.of said users via said computer n^oric 
independently of types of said terminal apparatuses; 

file storing means for allocating to each on£.of said users a user area of apredetemiincd 
.ize in which to store data from inside therespcctiy^t^^^^ 

file managing means for managing the data being stored in said file storing means; and 
data format converting means for performing a data fomiat converting process on the 

stored data in said file storing means; 

wherein, in response to a use request from any e^^^^ji^^d ^ll.^ other than the ug grin 
question, said data fomrat converting means converts stored data in said file storing means into a 
format compatible with the type of the temiinal apparatus used by the requesting user for 
connection to the system, the converted data being used by said terminal apparatus through 
which said requesting user has sent said use request 
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2. (C»rr«.ttyAr.«»J^) Ato.M<.rages,s.M.««oritag«o ddm I. fWte 

«^M«« under wM* dta in said d«a «ari.8 » allow«» to 

be used; 

,,todn «id d«t. di«:lo«u« «»».IUng m«ns tt.e dab. for wltfch said ua= 

co»ii«onshavcb.«.«.6ieash»iS..<ob.»«dW«-o,*«fl»nthc«^ 

in question into SMd data storing mrans. 

3. (Origtosl) A data Storage system according to d.i» 2. further ootDprising 

n^le by me n^ other than said use, «ho Btor«l the data in question into said data storing 

means. 

4. (Original) A data storage system according to claim 3. wherein said 
am.ouncingmeansrnakesti.e announcement toaspecific user other 

the data in question into said data storing means. 

5. (Original) A data storage system according to claim 3. forther comprising 
intercepting means for establishing interception of the armounc^^^ 

in response to a request ftom another user before said announcement, or after said 

ann nimcement. 
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6. (Original) A data storage system according to claim 2, fijither comprising 

Tocoiding means for recotding settings of said use conditions and a history of «.es by the other 
users of the data for which said use conditions have been set. 
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